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Emphasis on community members as change agents is crucial because it creates a sense of responsibility and ownership in the implementation of specific change initiatives. The individuals, families and organizations within communities are experts in their challenges and have the best perceptions about what is needed to improve their conditions. Traditionally, social workers were change agents by liaising with people and groups within communities but this does no longer stand as true. Instead of having social workers who make an inside perception to the community issues, needs and challenges, it is best to work with the people directly affected in the communities. Since they face the issues and challenges in their day to day living, they are the most fundamental partners in creating positive change within the communities. Relying on these people (insiders) offers the ideal perception of creating change to improve their livelihoods. In a proverbial sense of “the wearer knowing where their shoe hurts”, relying on community members means more accuracy in not only defining the challenges and issues but also ins jointly providing interventions that would support positive growth. 

The implications for ownership is that the community members get deeply involved in the community planning and development. By directly involving them every step of the way, they become owners of shaping their own future. It is no longer about social work professionals telling them to do, but is about more dedication to devising means and ways to improve living. In essence, it leads to sustaining in a way that people are conscious of solving issues and challenges over a long period of time. It means that the people and organizations within a community holds themselves responsible for sustaining positive change and are far more willing to lay efforts and  resources to actualize the change they desire. 

Finally, involving community members as change agents means a lot to sustainability. The involvement elevate the awareness among the community members to act in ways to guarantee a better tomorrow. If, for example, the community is struggling with dumping issues or unsustainability in power usage, involving them would generate an interest to switch to safer and environmentally friendlier ways. Since they are dedicated and own the process of bringing change, they would be fully committed to integrate sustainability to make their communities better. Therefore, the involvement generates interest and incremental efforts to adopt sustainable ways to living away from wastage, ignorance and irresponsibility, over a long term. 
image1.png
Why is the emphasis on the community members as the change agents an important
aspect of the Building Community Partnerships model? What are the implications of
this for ownership? What are the implications of this for sustainability?

Be sure to answer all three questions. Your response should demonstrate at least a
basic understanding of the lecture topics and related reading materials.




